Host Report 4th April 2011

1. Introduction 
Since the last Steering Group meeting on the 7th March 2011there continues to be many meetings, events and documents produced on the changes that are currently taking place in the Health and Social Care Sector. The Health and Social Care Bill is currently in the House of Commons at the Public Bill Committee which will sit again on 29th March. 
As we know one of the items contained in the Bill is the change of LINks to local HealthWatch organisations. The Department of Health is currently calling for interest from LINks/ Local Authorities to become HealthWatch Pathfinders.  This is the subject of the recent communication received by the London Borough of Southwark which will be discussed at the meeting. 

Also in the correspondence is the LINk review by an independent person and the notification of the Council’s intention to provide £50,000 for the LINk for April- June 2011 and to commission an independent person to conduct a review of the LINk.  This item will be discussed at the meeting on the 4th April.
There is certainly much for the LINk to discuss, debate and decide upon. 
2. Quality Accounts
A Quality Account is an annual report to the public from providers of NHS healthcare services about the quality of their services. They mirror providers’ publication of their financial accounts.
King’s College Hospital (KCH) Draft Quality Account will be released in early April at which point the LINks, Overview Scrutiny Committees & Primary Care Trusts can make their comments. If LINk decides to comment this needs to be submitted to KCH by 30th April.  

South London & Maudsley Foundation Trust Guy’s & St Thomas’ Hospital will also be producing their Quality Accounts.
Actions: Steering Group is asked to discuss and agree the process of commenting on each of the Quality Accounts.

3. Task Groups

a) Maternity Task Group 

We have two LINk Members who are considering the role of Lead of the Maternity Task Group; namely Gill Portwine and Milly Hutchinson. Both will be asked to give a brief presentation to the Steering Group; either verbally or in writing explaining the reasons for wanting to be the Lead. This will be presented to the Steering Group in May. 
b) Mental Health Task Group

Following a lack of response from South London & Maudsley and the Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Sub- committee regarding two correspondences the Mental Health Task Group would like the Steering Group to suggest how the Task Group addresses these problems. 
Since this time both organisations have spoken to Alvin and apologised for not responding to the LINk correspondences.
The possibilities discussed by the Task Group include:

a) Referring both matters to the Secretary of State for Health

b) Referring the SLAM matter to the Caudicott Guardian at SLAM.*

*According to the SLAM Information Governance Policy “The Caldicott Guardian is the appointed senior clinician, who carries the ultimate responsibility to oversee the use and sharing of patient identifiable clinical information. This is a key role in ensuring the Trust satisfies the highest practical standards for handling patient identifiable information.”
Action: Steering Group to decide the course of action
4. Host Staff

a) Involvement Worker’s Report (Jessica Spyropoulos)

In the last 3 months the Involvement Worker has made links with local GP Patient Groups, including Albion Street Group Practice (holding a promotional stall and meeting with the Chair of their Patient Group), Sternhall Rd GP Surgery (meeting with their Patient Group and negotiating a date to hold a stall) and a presentation is to be arranged to the patients of the Princess Street Group Practice.  

Meetings have been held with leaders of various local groups including Ethnic Health Foundation and Africa Advocacy Foundation and presentations are scheduled for AAF’s next bi-monthly Forum and the Patients and Carer Steering Group of St. Thomas’ Hospital’s Modernisation Initiative, ‘End of Life Care Programme.’       
Management of the Representation of LINk members on various boards and groups, liaising with Representatives and Meeting organisers has also been ongoing.
On the issue of the new LINk Ambassador programme LINk Members will be asked of they would like to undergo training and receive support in delivering outreach visits to promote the LINk and also collect information on issues pertinent to the community.

b) Kris Hall

After six years, including two years working with the LINk Kris Hall will be leaving Cambridge House on the 31st March 2011.
5. How to facilitate a meeting/ group training 

Training providers: several training bodies have been contacted including Community Action Southwark, Volunteer Centre Southwark and an independent trainer who has delivered training for the Directory of Social Change. The cost of the trainer is £500 inclusive of VAT. The date and venue are to be confirmed.
6. Representation Update 

NHS Southwark has informed the LINk that the Patient and Public Advisory Group meeting on 31st March 2011 cancelled. At the time of writing this report we are awaiting information from Rosemary Watts at NHS Southwark regarding the future of the Patient and Public Involvement Team. Patrick Yorke was due to attend this meeting and has been informed about the cancellation.
	Host priorities



	· Task Group and Scrutiny Team Reports Publication 



	· Annual General Meeting (Steering Group need to agree to the financial statement presented last year) & joint Public meeting on the NHS changes 
Action: Steering Group to discuss the possibility of having a joint AGM and Public meeting 



	· Steering Group Elections 
Action: Steering Group to discuss the implications of this in light of the recent contact from Southwark Council regarding the review and the possible local HealthWatch Pathfinder starting in Summer 2011.
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