Mental Health Task Group Meeting Notes

6th July 2010, 6 - 8pm, Inspire, The Crypt St Peter’s 
1. Welcome & Introductions 

Present

Andrew Beach (South Bank University Student)

Felicia Boshorin (LINk Vice Chair Social Care)

Lynne Clayton (Southwark Mind- Lead)

Alvin Kinch (Cambridge House)

Phil Ruthen (CoolTan Arts)

Nasima Sultana (Individual LINk Member)

Apologies

Martin Saunders (LINk Vice Chair Health Care)

Adam Black, Southwark Mind

Introductions were made which included Phil Ruthen from CoolTan Arts. Phil gave an overview of their work in particular their focus on using art to enhance the wellbeing of people in Mental Health distress.

2. Notes & Matters Arising 

Actions from last meeting

· Lynne will contact a member of Southwark Mind who delivers Mental Health Awareness sessions. Cool Tan Arts also delivers training but not in this field.
New action: AK to e-mail Task Group members to establish their training needs

· Alvin contacted Host organisations in Croydon, Lambeth & Lewisham. Re. Mental Health work streams. They are keen for joint work between the four LINks.  Actual LINk representatives to meet in near future to discuss way forward.

· Alvin sent  Kenyasue the information on LINk Task Groups & Croydon LINk contact details

· Members’ voting: LINk Governance states that both individual and organisation members have one vote each regardless of organisations representing a number of people
· Alvin sent e-mail to Stuart Bell, Chief Executive, South London & Maudsley (SLaM) relating to financial cuts. 

SLaM had responded to the Task Groups questions well within the 20 working day Statutory period. The Task group would like to pose the following questions to the PCT in relation to the response given by SLaM:

a) SLaM have stated that “The PCTs (Southwark, Croydon, Lambeth and Lewisham) have developed a range of plans to reduce activity in secondary mental health services”. Please provide the an in- depth summary of the plans which NHS Southwark are currently developing.

b)  What support provision is being planned for those service users who will be effected by the reduction in the activity of secondary mental health services?

c) What information is SLaM sending to the PCT?

Action: Alvin to formulate questions and send to the PCT.
A discussion on the relationship between the Overview & Scrutiny Committee and LINk Southwark took place.

Action: Alvin to find out more information on “Substantial Variation” to services which warrants the OSC to scrutinise services commissioned by the PCT & other Statutory bodies. 

3. Aims & Objectives of Task Group
Group discussed Aims & Objectives. The main objective of the Task Group is…
To establish cross- borough working relationships and to have progressed on the 1st issue that the Task Group will focus on by 31st March 2011.

4. Prioritise issue(s)
There are many issues which were raised at the last meeting which are listed in the notes. Further to this the Task Group must choose one or two issues to focus on as the priority of its work. The 1st issue is the scrutiny of the changes to Mental Health services as are effected by the national efficiency savings targets and the further savings which SLaM have highlighted.   

Phil, on behalf of CoolTan Arts raised the subject of Personalisation and the importance of this also being a priority for people with Mental Health service needs.

Action: Felicia and Alvin to raise this with the Steering Group as it was one of the Task Groups that was on the list of possible future LINk Southwark Task Groups.
AOB

Next meeting: Tuesday 3rd August 2010, 2-4pm

Venue:  Cambridge House
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