

 


LINk Southwark Steering Group Meeting        

 Ability Media Centre

Wednesday 26th May 2010, 6- 7.40pm

	1.1 Welcome

Sharron Webster (SW) opened the meeting by welcoming all present and introducing herself as a Solicitor working for Trowers & Hamlins Law Firm. She referred to her CV which had been circulated to the Steering Group prior to the meeting. For the purpose of this meeting she said she would like to be seen as an Independent Facilitator & clarified that she would be taking on the power of the Chair solely for the purpose of overseeing the meeting process. SW requested all contributions to the meeting be addressed through her. 

There was a general consensus within the Steering Group Members present for SW to Chair/ Facilitate the meeting. 

Present: Felicia Boshorin (FB), Jamal Ettetuani, Fay Hall (FH), Dorothy Mace (DM), Martin Saunders (MS), Barry Silverman (BS, Chair), Bibisaffina Zafar (BZ), Jason Harris (JH), Patrick Yorke (PYe), Paul Yarrow (PY)

Stan Hardy (SH)- via telephone until end of Vote of No Confidence in Chair agenda item.

1.2 Apologise for Absence: Sandra Tomlinson (ST) 

In Attendance:

Host: Charlotte Gilsenan, Kris Hall (KH), Alvin Kinch (AK) [Minute Taker]

Bonnie Royal, Principal Contract Officer, London Borough of Southwark
LINk Southwark Registered Members in attendance: Gill Portwine, Kenneth Hoole, Mike Colvin (MC) [Represented Stan Hardy for Vote of No Confidence in Chair agenda item.]

2. Vote of No Confidence in Chair of LINk Southwark Barry Silverman (BS)

SW said that Steering Group Member Stan Hardy had requested LINk Member Mike Colvin (MC) to be a proxy. There was some objection to this as raised by some Steering Group Members. The issues included the absence of ‘proxy’ voting in the Governance. 

A vote was taken for Stan Hardy (SH) to join the meeting via telephone in order to accommodate his health needs. He is currently living in alternative accommodation whilst his house is undergoing disabled adaptations. For this reason he is unable to attend the meeting in person but has expressed a clear desire to be part of this decision making process.  MC was seated at the table at which the Steering Group sat.

At this point SH joined the meeting via telephone.

Patrick Yorke raised the motion of Vote of No Confidence in the Chair Barry Silverman (BS) saying that there was a need to move the LINk forward.

SW invited submissions from Steering Group Members on this issue.

Comments included the following:

· BS has always stuck to the Code of Conduct and Governance but some LINk Members do not respect these. No other person will handle it better than BS.

· BS does not give the opportunity for other people to talk at meetings. There must be improvements.

· BS does things to suit himself

· In his capacity he has done his best

BS was asked whether he would like to make a statement before the Vote.

He said he was a little hesitant about making a statement but reiterated that there was no provision in Governance for an Independent Facilitator and did not agree with former comments made by SW regarding the legalities of SW taking this role. He said that since being the Chair of the LINk he has written & presented monthly reports to the Steering Group which have included activities and proposals. The proposals have been accepted by Steering Group and recorded in the minutes. If Steering Group members disagreed with the proposals they always had the opportunity to submit their opinions. He said he has and is being attacked by some LINk Members as they object to the policy of the Primary Care Trust being viewed as a ‘Critical Friend’. 
A Vote of No Confidence in the Chair took place. BS’ vote could not be counted as it posed a conflict of interest. SW pointed out BS's conflict of interest issue during the meeting. 

Alvin Kinch (AK) read aloud the names of those who voted; both for & against. Result: Barry Silverman no longer the Chair of LINk Southwark.

It was noted that even discounting SH's telephone vote, the motion to remove BS on a Vote of No Confidence was carried. 

3. Steering Group/LINk Priorities 

SW asked AK to talk about the priorities of the Steering Group for the next few weeks. 

· Annual Report 

AK reminded the Group that the Department of Health submission deadline for the LINk’s annual report was 30th June. There is a need for the Steering Group to input into the production and signing it off.

· Governance Task Group report & Steering Group elections

Kris Hall (KH) said that the Governance Task Group’s report on the amendments is still awaiting consideration. 

· Interim Chair
The suggestion to appoint an interim Chair was discussed. This was for the purpose of the completion of the Annual Report. SW called for interest in this position. Patrick Yorke said he would be interested in being the Interim Chair. Due to the absence of some Steering Group Members there was an agreement for an e-mail vote to take place for the election of an Interim Chair in order for other people to stand for the position if so required. 

4.  Date of next meeting

To be arranged for approximately 2 weeks time.
	Vote 

For: 7. This includes 6 in the room and SH's telephone vote. 

Against:  3 in the room. BS also cast a vote but having a conflict of interest and being the Chair, the Code of Conduct during Meetings and section 5 of the Decision Making Procedure prevent his vote from being counted.  

Proposed: Patrick Yorke (PY)

Seconded: Bibisaffina Zafar (BZ) Motion: Vote of no Confidence in Chair

Vote

For: 7 (6 present at meeting, 1 via telephone)

Against: 3

Action: Host to organise e-mail vote re. Interim Chair
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