LINk Southwark: Vice Chair (Social Care) Report to the meeting of the Steering Group for 19th October 2009.


As this is my first report I would like to thank you all for the opportunity to serve as Vice Chair for Social Care. This is a short report, as I spent the month of September inducting myself into the role and planning for the work ahead as I recognise the enormous responsibility that is placed on the LINk Southwark. I must add that I am very excited about the future for both the LINk and the residents of Southwark.

ACTIVITIES

Social Care Task Group
I have been working closely with the Host team on setting up Task Groups and exploring and organising various sessions that will prepare the Steering Group and Registered Members for S221 Activities. 
Action: Steering Group to endorse the Terms of Reference of the Task Group.
Focus Group – Fair Access to Care Consultation (Department of Health)

We met for the very first focus group meeting on 30th September 2009. Attendance was low due to lack of preparation time, however we have now begun. We aim to work with a variety of people and organisations including the LINk Steering Group, to ensure the work of the Task Group is fruitful.

Training organised by the LINk
· Task Group training – Tuesday 20th October: By Kate Start

· Introduction to Social Care – Tuesday 27th October 2009 By Olivia Nuamah, Department of Health 
· Meet The Social Care Commissioners – Monday 2nd November 2009. Lead by Andy Loxton, London Borough of Southwark

South London & Maudsley (SLaM) Event on 15th October
I attended this event and will provide a report at the November Steering Group Meeting. 

Southwark Pensioners Action Group (SPAG)
Ivy Douglas invited me to the September meeting of SPAG. The invited speaker was particularly encouraging to the members to become involved in local issues through LINks and other patient groups. Among other issues, he informed the group that it was the duty of Health Service and all providers to involve the public. I believe that LINks ought to work closely with groups like SPAG, as they represent a demographic that uses both Health and Social care services. I received a completed Registration of Interest form among a number, given out by Ivy. 
Action: Make information and membership registration forms available in their office. 

Care Quality Commission Event on 24th September 
Attended by Dolly, Saffina and myself a report is to be presented at November 2009 Steering Group Meeting.
USEFUL INFORMATION

Transferring of Learning Disability Social care fund and Commissioning from NHS to Local Authority Since 1 April 2009, funding and social care responsibilities for people with learning disabilities were transferred from the NHS to the Local Authority. This is an area that our LINk will need to do more research on and how the LINk’s power of scrutiny can be effectively applied.
Commissioning for Carers This is an action guide for decision makers. The vision of the National Carers Strategy is that “the need of carers must, over the next 10 years be elevated to the centre of family policy” while “Putting People” first sets out the commitment to transform the way in which care and support is delivered. The report acknowledges that both aspirations must be delivered simultaneously. 
Key recommendation for commissioners as set out in the action guide;

· Think “carers” in all commissioning and areas of needs assessment

· Improve outcome, independence and choice for both and those they care for.

· Involve carers of all groups and communities in agreeing outcomes, in decision-making and planning processes.

· Strengthen the provider market with the use of a variety of funding approaches.

· Meet new NHS and Social care inspections and demonstrate that they meet key commissioning competencies.

All the above falls within section S221 activity parameters.
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