Wednesday, 2nd September 2009                                       Continuation of LINk Southwark Steering Group Meeting        3rd August 2009, Cambridge House
	Welcome

Barry Silverman (Chair) began the meeting by welcoming all present.

Present: Felicia Boshorin (FB) (arrived 6.30pm), Ivy Douglas (ID), Fay Hall (FH), Dorothy Mace (DM), Martin Saunders (MS), Barry Silverman (Chair), Paul Yarrow (PY), Bibisaffina Zafar (BZ), Sandra Tomlinson (ST), Mark Drinkwater (MD) (left 7pm) 
In Attendance: Jessica Spyropoulos (JS) [Minute Taker], Kris Hall (KH) and Alvin Kinch (AK). 
LINk Southwark Registered Members in attendance: Dora Dada Nwafor
Member of the Public and Cambridge House Volunteer: Philip Bowdler

Apologies for Absence: Stan Hardy (SH), Jason Harris (JH) and Patrick Yorke (PYo)
The Chair declared the meeting to be a quorum and clarified it was a continuation from the adjourned last meeting (3 Aug 09) and was to be treated as a single meeting.
Urgent business: Governance Report regarding Governance De-briefing and Ivy Douglas letter
The Chair informed the Steering Group that following the Public Meeting (20 August 09), Ivy Douglas (ID) had written him a letter, a copy of which had been given to each of them, alongside a report from him and his response to ID’s letter. 
ID’s main points were:

· Letter sent with ballot paper did not clearly state where registered members could obtain the Governance documents.

The Chair said that the Public Meeting flyer did state where Governance documents could be found. Regarding the letter sent with the ballot paper, he agreed that it was not clearly stated how hard copies could be obtained if the recipient did not have internet access. This had now been corrected as the Host has sent out hard copies to all registered members. 
· Ballot paper does not have any reference to amendments suggested by registered members at Public Meeting. ID was also unclear as to the purpose of the meeting.

The Chair reminded the Steering Group that it had been put to them by Kris Hall, as part of his presentation on Governance, that Registered Members should vote on the Governance - in favour, or not. To look at the document in any greater detail was not practical at a Public Meeting and discussing or voting on any amendments not published or distributed beforehand was not an option if all members were to have the opportunity to participate.
KH said the purpose was to put the Governance before the public; It had been the subject of debate in the Steering Group for several months and now members of the public had been given the chance to debate it. To post out documents regarding amendments to every registered member every time they are suggested would be impractical and costly. KH confirmed he had told the Steering Group it would be a ‘Hustings’ meeting.

Fay Hall (FH) said that it was not fully explained that amendments could not be considered at the Public Meeting.

· At a debriefing meeting, after the Public Meeting, ID said that she thought it had been agreed that suggested amendments would be sent with ballot paper.

As stated at the debriefing meeting, the ballot paper had already been sent to registered members. The Chair said the purpose of the meeting had been to debate the Governance but not to vote on any amendments not published or distributed beforehand.

Those suggested amendments taken at the Public Meeting and more that have been provided since then are on the LINk website.

· By extending the voting deadline and sending out Governance documents last week, ID felt it would look to the public as if the LINk were trying to cover up an error. 

The Governance documents were sent out to ensure people could make an informed vote. Martin Saunders (MS) said that the Steering Group had approved the Governance and now it was time for the public to vote on it. Amendments to the documents can come at a later stage. The Governance is needed before Section 221 activities can be started. 

Relating to the report, there was a discussion about the upcoming Steering Group elections. There are 10 vacancies; 7 community council area vacancies and 3 organisation vacancies.
ID asked how and when elections would be held. 
The Chair said that these elections would be held at some point soon after the 16 September (Governance ballot deadline). If the Governance is not passed, the election will take place using the Terms of Reference which the Steering Group are presently adhering to, but subject to the recommendations of the recent Steering Group Election Review Working Party. The Chair asked the Steering Group to receive and endorse his report and the action being taken regarding the Governance and the voting process. 

The Chair said all suggested amendments regarding the Governance will be checked against their intended purpose and consequences, then sent to the Registered Members for debate in respect of other parts of the Governance. This would require a further Public Meeting and then a new voting process.
A discussion was held as to whether the ballot should be aborted. A vote was held resulting in an equal vote. Chair’s casting vote was then exercised to maintain the status quo. It was decided that the ballot should not be aborted. 
Additional points: 

Bibisaffina Zafar (BZ) raised the issue of the Chair and Vice Chair (Health) attending meetings and events, without reporting back to the Steering Group. The Chair said that he gives feedback on these issues via his report at every Steering Group meeting. 
A brief discussion was held regarding the funds which were received by the Host, via the Council.

4. ‘Consultation on the Revision of the Fair Access to Care Services Guidance to support Councils to determine eligibility for social care services’ - establishment of a Working Party.
As Vice-Chair (Social Care) Felicia (FB) asked the Steering Group if any Members would be interested in being part of a Social Care Working Group whereby the group would find out about Social Care including this Consultation and plan sessions on the subject. Kate Start who delivered a session at the ‘Working Well Together’ training session could provide support to them around how to run a working party including report writing.

AK explained that the Fairer Access Consultation closes on 6 October 09, which would not give them very long to get back to the Department of Health. AK said that anyone interested in attending was welcome. If not, AK and FB would meet with Kate Start on their own. 
FB said she thought it would be a good idea for every member of the Steering Group to attend because they would gain an insight into the commissioning and delivery of social care. The Chair asked FB to report back on September 21 as a ‘matter arising.’

5. Withdrawal of train services from Denmark Hill
The Chair said that King’s College Hospital believed the withdrawal of the Victoria loop train services from Denmark Hill after 2012 would impact severely on patients using their services, and a campaign had been started against the closure proposals. MS added that it is also affecting Guy’s and St. Thomas’ Hospital and that a Registered Member, Eileen Conn, is already running this campaign.

The Chair asked the Steering Group to express their interest in being a part of this campaign. It was agreed that Eileen Conn should be asked to present her campaign to the Steering Group shortly.

6. Reports
In view of the earlier complaint about an alleged absence of Reports, The Chair asked Members, given the time, whether they wished to continue with the outstanding Reports from 6 July and 3 August. It was proposed that the taking of these reports be postponed until the next Steering Group meeting on 21 September 2009.
AOB

None


	ID proposed that the ballot should be aborted. Votes for: ID, Saffina (BZ)

& Paul (PY)

Votes against:

Felicia (FB), MS & Dolly

Abstentions: Sandra (ST) & (FH) 
Casting Vote: Chair, against.
       Action 

Invite Eileen Conn to address the Steering Group. 
The Majority of the Steering Group agreed. 
FB, MS & DM voted against. ID abstained.


	7 Next Meetings Date
21 September, Cambridge House
AK to consult with Steering Group regarding dates for October and November.


	

	8. Closure: Meeting finished at 8.20pm (started at 6pm)
	


List of Documents associated with this meeting:

· Fair Access To Care – Easy Read
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