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 Chair : Barry Silverman
E-Mail : shebar1@btinternet.com 

Tele :  020 7928 5542

50 Rennie Court, 11 Upper Ground, London SE1 9LP
Rosemary Watts                                                               23rd November 2009

Head of Patient Experience

Patient Experience Dept

Dear Rosemary,

I am glad to be able to confirm that, as of the 16th November, LINk Southwark has declared its Governance to be in place.  This allows the LINk to enter into a formal engagement with NHS Southwark (a S222 activity) and it is our view that an early meeting would be helpful.  The LINk would be represented by its two Vice Chairs – Martin Saunders and Felicia Boshorin – and myself.

The present situation is as we understand it, as follows :

· NHS Southwark made offers – to the Interim LINk (SLIC)

· earlier this year, I attempted to build on these offers by combining them with facilities accorded to the former Southwark Patients Forum for Primary Care – identifying how each fitted into the LINk Southwark Statutory remit

· in reply, NHS Southwark denied these proposals and removed all previous offers from the table, without explanation

· the table is now bare

With regard to its earlier proposals, the LINk has been advised, by the London Development Centre, that it was the inheritor of ‘Rights’ previously delivered to Patients’ Forums.

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss how the LINk will engage with NHS Southwark to achieve the objectives of both parties….and how NHS Southwark will deliver the mechanics necessary to enable the LINk to deliver its statutory purpose.

In summary these are to :

· gather information of the needs and priorities of Southwark Residents and to inform Commissioners
· scrutinise the work of Commissioners and hold them to account – which is a duty not shared by any other organisation with which NHS Southwark choose to consult
The LINk has some ideas of how best to give effect to the implementation of its remit and will be pleased to discuss these with NHS Southwark, at the proposed meeting, starting with this clean sheet.
I shall forward to hearing from you with regard to this proposal but, since the issues go beyond PPI alone, you may feel it would be both helpful and relevant to include Commissioning Management colleagues – although, of course, it is accepted that this is entirely a matter for you.

Both our Organisations have mutual objectives in seeking to better the health and Social Care of Southwark Residents.  So, we look forward to doing just that in a fruitful and friendly engagement that serves only the interests of the Southwark Residents that The LINk represents.

Best wishes,

Barry
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