23rd July, 2009

Dear Ms. Portwine,
As you are aware, meetings of the LINk Southwark Steering Group take place in public but are not ‘Public Meetings’. This means that Registered Members of LINk Southwark and, more generally, those others with a right to participate in its activities do not have speaking rights (except at the discretion of the Chair or as may otherwise be provided by resolution of the Steering Group).

At the meeting of the Steering Group, on July 6th, the Chair made special provision to ensure that there was opportunity for any Registered Member present to address the Steering Group - during a set period - on matters relevant to the Agenda. 
Nevertheless, despite your knowledge of this fact you chose to make a stream of interventions outside of the opportunity you had been granted. Sadly, this behaviour only served to cause disruption to the meeting. 
Indeed, the level of unsolicited intervention became so disruptive that the Chair was forced to request that you to leave the meeting – a request you did not comply with. 

I have been instructed by the Chair of LINk Southwark to write to you regarding this matter and to inform you that he took a lenient view of your conduct during the meeting on July 6th. This was in the hope that you would respond to the warnings given and so as not to cause him to embarrass other Registered Members - who had given their time to be present - by excluding the Public from the proceedings of the Steering Group. 

However, a great many members of the Steering Group have made it known that they take the view that your conduct was in breach of the Code of Conduct and cannot again be tolerated. 
This letter is to advise you that you are welcome to attend the next meeting of LINk Southwark Steering Group on August 3rd (or indeed, any other meeting) but also to inform you that, if there is any repetition of your previous behaviour, the Code of Conduct will be robustly invoked for this Meeting and those of the future. Any breach of the Code of Conduct may lead a Registered Member or Participant in LINk Southwark being asked to leave the meeting and being barred from further meetings until they provide an agreement in writing to behave in a manner that is in accord with the Code of Conduct at Meetings.

Yours sincerely,

Kris Hall

