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 Chair : Barry Silverman
E-Mail : shebar1@btinternet.com 

Tele :  020 7928 5542

50 Rennie Court, 11 Upper Ground, London SE1 9LP
Kevin Barton                                                                      7th  March 2010
Chief Executive
NHS Lambeth

1 Lower  Marsh

London SE1 7NT

Dear Mr Barton,

LINk Southwark : Provider Services Joint Committee Meeting - March 12th
Thank you for your invitation to this meeting which I will be attending as Chair of LINk Southwark.

I would appreciate your answer to these questions
1. what business will take place after 11.0 am that would inhibit those proceeding taking place ‘In Public’ ?
2. with regard to Q1 :
· how does a Private Meeting deliver the recent statements of the Secretary  of State and the communication that you have received from David Nicholson, Chief Executive of the NHS, that the involvement of LINks in Commissioning is a measure of World Class Commissioning
· why have LINksin  not specifically been included in those permitted to ask questions at the Meeting on 12th March, rather than being  excluded by the terms of the invitation ?
3. given the remit of LINks to monitor Commissioning, what specific opportunity do you intend to provide for LINks to fulfil their remit and engage in Scrutiny of the proposals ?
4.  would you please,  provide Southwark LINk with all relevant papers, in respect of this Commissioning, - prior to the Meeting - in exercise of the Rights given by the Local Government and Public Participation in Health Act 2007 and the LINk Regulations ?
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5. As part of the above, why has the undertaking, given at the meeting on the 12th February, to circulate the Contract Specification not already been delivered ?
6. it is noted, that in Southwark, Service Users are being asked during March (in paper questionnaires and via an Online Survey) for their views and experience of Community Service : how will these public views inform Commissioners to a timescale that allows of their views having the potential to modify the Contract Specification – before a Contract is awarded ?
7. since the Meeting on Feb 12th, a letter from Tim Smart, Chief Executive KCH NHS Foundation Trust, has associated Community Health Services provision with changes to service needs arising form earlier hospital discharge – which,  in turn, relates to the £50m cost saving plan of each of KCH & GSST NHS Foundation Trusts given the situation described in Q 6 and Q 7 :

· can the argument against a need for a S242 Consultation any longer be sustained ?
· does the collection of Service User views – to a timescale too late to affect  the Contract specification, and possibly even contract award – indicate that the Joint PCT Committee does recognise that Service User views should be informing the change process ?

· will the Joint Committee of PCTs now engage in a S242 Consultation to an appropriate timescale that ensures that the Consultation embraces a broader range of views, including past Service Users and their Carers, and, in doing so, give recognition that administrative needs cannot be allowed to override statutorily given Rights  (in the way established by the NE Derbyshire Judicial Review ) ?
8.  it is noted that all of the invitees to attend this meeting are either NHS Officials  or represent the Local Authorities, other than the Chairs of Southwark and Lambeth LINks.  At the earlier meeting, LINk Southwark was also represented by its Host Team Leader –  Alvin Kinch – and  its Vice Chair (Health) – Martin Saunders

· why have those named not been invited again ?
9.  In a communication to declared interested Parties in Health and Social  Care, who have registered to receive it Public Involvement Mail-out, Southwark NHS  offers the information :

“Southwark Provider Services are the Community Services which up until recently were part of Southwark PCT…”

As this is not so (and the change to Arms length operation is not recent)
· why is the public being misinformed that change has already taken place when that is not the case ?
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· why is the Joint Committee of PCTs and anticipating the outcome of a process that has not been completed and when the issue of S242 Consultation is still live ?
·  are there not indications throughout this Commissioning of a lack of attention to statutory process, in respect of Patient & Public Involvement generally but particularly that of LINks in Commissioning, in favour of subordinating these principles of World Class Commissioning to administrative pressures ?
In view of the short notice given and with the meeting date fast approaching, an early and considered reply to the questions in this letter would be much appreciated.

Regards,

Barry Silverman

Chair

LINk Southwark

Copy : Malcolm Hines : Dep Chief Executive NHS Southwark
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