Host Report

16th December 2009

LINk Opportunities for Involvement

In the past two weeks Alvin has received contact from the following:
· Colin Clews, NHS Southwark: Reconfiguration of Substance Misuse Treatment Consultation. Attended Service User Working Group meeting on 30th November. More details on the consultation will be given by Martin Saunders, Vice Chair Social Care in his report to the meeting.
· Rachel Twomey, Guys and St Thomas’ Foundation Trust (GSTT): Met on 26th November to discuss the opportunity for LINk to be involved in Patient Information Strategy which GSTT is producing. The key theme of the discussion was the need for more accessible health information. Lambeth LINk have also been contacted. Rachel will contact the Host in the New Year to discuss holding a focus group for input into the strategy. (This is one of the opportunities listed in Appendix 1 of Bonnie Royal’s letter to the Steering Group)
· Faith Abiola- Eddison, NHS Southwark: had phone conversation with her on 25th November about advice regarding the Community Equipment Advisory Group. One of the topics of discussion innovative methods of engaging and involving the community. Faith will make contact with the Host in the near future regarding involvement with this Group.
Action: Host to produce and send to Steering Group a list of involvement opportunities from stakeholders
NHS Southwark Board Meeting
Alvin attended the NHS Southwark PCT Board Meeting on 26th November. The Papers are available by request from Vicky Bradding, Head of Corporate Services, at Vicky.bradding@southwarkpct.nhs.uk A hard copy pack of all the 26th November meeting papers are available in the LINk office.
Governance Task Group

Following the 16th November Steering Group meeting Fay, Alvin and Kris met to discuss the Governance Task Group which Fay had agreed to lead. The suggested amendments to Governance, which were provided at the public meeting in August and after the meeting, were discussed. Bibisaffina Zafar has already raised the issue of the Public Speaking rights at Steering Group meetings and this could be considered as an amendment if effects to it were formally submitted to the Host.
Fay has produced a Terms of Reference for the Task Group and will discuss these at the meeting under Matters Arising. 

Action: Steering Group to agree Governance Task Group Terms of Reference.

Members of the Public speaking at Steering Group Meetings

In the past members of the public have been given the opportunity to state their views or ask questions. As the aim is for LINk meetings to run smoothly and efficiently the following is proposed:

1. If the item for discussion is on the agenda time can be given during the slot to the member of the public

2. If item is not on the agenda time will be given to the person in AOB (Any Other Business).

Action: Steering Group to discuss the amount of time which a person should be given

Public Meetings in 2010

The host proposes a public meeting be held in early February 2010. The theme is yet to be decided. The Host has spoken to the Chair and Vice Chair about having a LINk Workplan day whereby all members of the LINk, stakeholders and Public are invited to attend an event where health and social care issues such as Dulwich Community Hospital and Personalisation could be discussed. Aim being that by the end of the day the LINk has a few priorities which it can take into the Task Group format and run with it!

Action: Steering Group to propose themes. 

Steering Group Meeting Dates 2010

The Host has received suggestions for the Steering Group Meeting to be moved from Monday evenings to either a Tuesday or Wednesday evening. The reasons which have been given include
Monday evening clashing with other meetings and having child care responsibilities on that evening. In addition, from the Host perspective, Wednesday evening is preferable as LINk Involvement Worker Jessica works Wednesday to Friday.

Action: the Steering Group are asked to consider changing the day from Monday to Tuesday or Wednesday.
Community Involvement 
Bibisaffina Zafar had placed ‘Promotion’ on the Steering Group Agenda and at the 16th November Steering Group Meeting Bibisaffina agreed to work alongside Jessica and Alvin to promote the LINk to a wider number of people and groups. An update report will be given at the January meeting.
Steering Group Elections

Kris to complete

· Meeting with Fay on 23/11/09

· Electoral Reform Service commissioned

· Timeline which has been produced- election process taking 6 weeks

· Aim for vacancies to be filled by end of January

· Fay agreed to oversee the process and is to be updated every Friday on progress of the week

Information

Statement on the temporary closure of facilities at Dulwich Hospital ((e-mail from Andrew Pike dated November 30 2009)
The 12-bed Intermediate Care unit at Dulwich Community Hospital was closed on 8 October as it was no longer possible to use the lifts. The intermediate Care Unit is based on the second floor of the building so lift access is essential to its operation. 

Asbestos surveys have identified high risk materials in both the basement and the roof voids of the building. As a result, access to these areas has been restricted and essential inspection of the lift motor rooms cannot take place. Dulwich Community Hospital is a Victorian building and, as such, asbestos has been used over its lifetime.

Air monitoring in parts of the hospital used by patients, public and staff confirms no contamination has taken place in these areas and staff and patients have not been put at risk.

We are now conducting an appraisal of options for managing the asbestos including removal, sealing off of areas and the rerouting of services. Once we fully understand the various options and the costs associated with then we will be able to say more about future plans. The options appraisal requires detailed examination of the building services and infrastructure. This work will not be completed until the new year.

END
Action: Steering Group to consider this issue alongside the others when it is deciding which issues to focus on.  

Action: The Steering Group is asked to endorse this report.
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