Host Report to be presented at Steering Group meeting on 3rd August, 2009

This brief report has been compiled by Cambridge House, LINk Southwark Host, to give the Steering Group an overview of its activities on behalf of LINk Southwark. 

Public Meeting on Governance

The intention of this meeting is for the Registered Members and Participants to discuss and debate the perceived merits and/or perceived limitations of the Governance and Policies that the Steering Group have approved. The Host will present the Governance in a presentation at the meeting. 

The minutes of this meeting will be made available to all Registered Members and Participants. 

It is hoped that this will allow Registered Members to make informed decisions when they vote whether or not to adopt the Governance and Policies for LINk Southwark. 

The deadline for voting will be 10 days after the Public Meeting on Governance. 

The Public Meeting on Governance is set for August (specific date to be arranged). 10 days before this event the following will have happened:

1. Governance and Policies formatted

2. Documents uploaded onto website

3. Gilroy Hall booked as venue

4. Flyer sent out to Registered Members 

5. Agenda sent out to Registered Members (if appropriate)

6. Electoral Reform Society ballot papers sent out

7. Stamp addressed envelopes sent out to Registered Members for returning

8. Advertisement appears in local press

In addition, the Public Meeting on Governance will be used to advertise to Registered Members and Participants the fact that there are vacant seats on the Steering Group and that there will be elections held for these during September 2009 (originally there was the notion that these events could be held concurrently, however, it has been pointed out by Steering Group members that many people are on leave during August which may therefore diminish the pool of candidates available and the amount of Registered Members able to vote).

Set up of Working Party for ‘Fair Access to Care Services’  

On 16th July a consultation was launched by the Department of Health (DH)on the revised guidance on eligibility criteria for social care. The corresponding document enclosed in the pack is titled ‘Prioritising need in the context of Putting People First: A whole system approach to eligibility for social care’.

E-mail from DH
The revised guidance is intended to replace the Fair Access to Care Services (FACS) guidance (2003), which was introduced to address inconsistencies across the country about who gets support, in order to provide a fairer and more transparent system for the allocation of social care services.

Following an independent review by the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) (whose role has now been assimilated into the Care Quality Commission), the Department of Health has been working with stakeholders to revise the FACS guidance and now seeks views on the draft revised guidance. In light of the recommendations made by CSCI in revising the FACS guidance we aim to: situate the application of eligibility criteria firmly within the new policy context of personalisation and prevention set out in Putting People First; ensure that the process for determining eligibility is as fair, transparent and consistent as possible, leading to high-quality outcomes for people seeking support.

It is clear that the way in which available resources for social care are prioritised has important implications for equality and we would like to highlight the consultation to your organisation in the hope that you might be interested in sharing your views. A partial equality impact assessment has been published alongside the draft revised guidance for consultation.

The consultation can be found on the DH website at http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_102362

The consultation which will run for 12 weeks until 6 October.
Action: Steering Group to consider the following
Decide whether or not to form a working party.

If yes, suggestion from Host is

· A lead person from Steering Group be chosen

· Non Steering Group Registered Members (including organisations) along with Steering Group Members join the Working Party

· Support will be provided by the Host, DH & CQC where appropriate.
Invitation to work with the Care Quality Commission

See enclosed letter from the Care Quality Commission.
Action: Steering Group to discuss and decide on course of action

