LINk Southwark 
Meeting of the Steering Group on Monday 9th February
Agenda item 1.3  Acceptance of the Agenda

A challenge as to the validity of the Meeting (with a request that it be cancelled) has been receive by The Host from a Member Stan Hardy at approximately 11 am

The grounds were that :

· the papers for the meeting were not made available 7 days before the date of the Meeting as specified by TOR adopted on the 20th Jan 2009, TOR forecast adverse weather conditions threatened attendance
The Chair Ruled :

(1)   In respect of timescale…….

· this objection is technically correct
· The Meeting on the 9th Feb is a Special Meeting, made necessary by the proceedings of the Meeting on 27th Jan 2009, and declared as such, at the time
· all Members not at the Meeting on 27th Jan, were informed
· the 7 day requirement is interpreted as meaning 7 working days as is usual and commonplace, which implies that papers for the Meeting needed to be in the hands of Members by Thursday 5th Feb
· In fact, Members received the papers by e-mail, on Friday 6th Feb or by post on the day of the Meeting itself -  although the Agenda had been omitted
· during this period, the LINk faced up to disruption of staff caused by the extreme adverse weather conditions…..and to the sick absence of the Team Leader who was key to the process
Ruling 
· The Member is thanked for drawing attention to the lapse which has been noted for the future
· although technically correct, cancellation is not justified by either the circumstances or the greater good of LINk Southwark
(2)   In respect of Adverse Weather Conditions….. 

· The Host and the Chair were aware of the adverse forecast and were monitoring the situation

· At mid-day, weather conditions were normal for the time of the year and public transport was functioning 

· conditions would continue to be monitored….although the later the time, the difficulty in communicating cancellation because just as real as continuing

· The Chair had previously instructed  The Host to make return transport available to disabled members when conditions justified such action

Ruling 

There are no grounds for cancellation on the grounds of adverse weather conditions…..and it is for the greater good of LINk Southwark that work proceeds on Governance, without delay.

9th February 2009
